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Exactly what
Iranian threats?

“

Many have spoken over this
spring, but they were gone in
the twinkling of an eye. We conquered the world with bravery and
might, but we did not take it with us
to the grave,” said emperor Babur in
his autobiography The Baburnama.
The reason Babur came to mind
was because the historian William
Dalrymple has taken himself off to
Akshikent Babur’s childhood home
which is situated above the Sirdarya
and has been tweeting from there.
There are many mythical tales about
Babur but my favourite is the story
of Humayun.
In 1530 Humayun, Babur’s beloved

eldest son and heir-apparent, was
stricken by a fever. Despite the best
efforts of the royal physicians, his
condition steadily worsened.Driven
to despair, Babur consulted a man
of religion who told him that the remedy “was to give in alms the most
valuable thing one had and to seek
cure from God.”Babur is said to have
replied thus: “I am the most valuable
thing that Humayun possesses; than
me he has no better thing; I shall
make myself a sacrifice for him. May
God the Creator accept it.”
Humayun possessed a priceless
diamond, they said, which could
be sold and the proceeds given to
the poor... Babur would not hear of
it. “What value has worldly wealth?” Babur is quoted to have said.
“And how can it be a redemption
for Humayun? I myself shall be his
sacrifice.”
He walked three times around
Humayun’s bed, praying: “O God! If a
life may be exchanged for a life, I who
am Babur, I give my life and my being
for a Humayun.” A few minutes later,
he cried: “We have borne it away, we
have borne it away.”And sure enough, from that moment Babur began

to sicken, while Humayun grew
slowly well. Babur died near Agra on
December 21, 1530.
He left orders for his body to be
buried in Kabul. I have digressed
but William Dalrymple then tweets
‘’Exactly- what Iranian threats?’’
US has deployed B-52 Bombers
to the Middle East, the Lincoln Strike
Group and The Pentagon announced
Friday that it is deploying an amphibious assault ship and a Patriot
missile battery to the Middle East to
bolster an aircraft carrier force sent
to counter alleged threats from Iran.
USS Arlington, which transports
marines, amphibious vehicles,
conventional landing craft and rotary
aircraft, and the Patriot air defense
system will join the USS Abraham
Lincoln Carrier Strike Group and a
B-52 bomber task force headed
toward the Gulf after intelligence
reports suggested Iran was planning
some sort of attack in the region.
The deployment is “in response
to indications of heightened Iranian
readiness to conduct offensive
operations against US forces and
our interests,” the Pentagon said in
a statement. Iran has not been able

to sell a single barrel of oil since the
beginning of May as not a single
ship has been seen leaving Iran’s oil
terminals so far this month [HelenCRobertson].
They once sold 2.5m bpd which
equated to $100m a day. Since the
beginning of May, their daily income
has been $0.00 from oil sales. This
level of financial and coercive sanction warfare is simply unprecedented. President Trump has been a big
proponent of coercive, financial and
sanction warfare and its expression
vis a vis Iran is its apogee.
Marwan Bishara wrote, “These
[US] demands basically constitute
total Iranian surrender, not only to
the US but also to Israel and Saudi
Arabia ‘’MK BhadraKumar writes, ‘’If
there can be a lethal game of Russian roulette in international politics,
this is it’’.
Russian roulette is a game of
chance where players spin the cylinder of a revolver with a single bullet
in turns, put the muzzle against their
head and pull the trigger.The player
has 16.6 per cent chances of firing
a bullet into his head if there is one
bullet in the 6-chamber revolver.

Each player starts by spinning
the cylinder, thus each player has
an equal chance of being killed by
the bullet. Quite obviously, it’s an
insane game that US President
Trump started on May 8 last year.
A big question can be put whether
Trump himself wants another Middle
Eastern war.
The price of oil has surged 34.1% in
2019 and in big part because of the
ratcheting higher of tensions with
Iran. No number of Trump tweets will
dampen the price. Iranians will surely
manage to shutter the straits of
Hormuz even if after an asymmetric
fashion.
What we know is this: Iran is at
the Hunter S. Thompson[Ian] edge.
“There is no honest way to explain it
because the only people who really
know where it is are the ones who
have gone over, if the US thinks
that Tehran will just roll over, which
appears to be the case, then they are
exhibiting the same deluded ideas
that they exhibited a day before the
peacock Throne got plucked. Iran is a
geopolitical bleeding edge.
Aly-Khan is a financial analyst

GREENING THE RESORT CITY

Malindi tourism players raise
alarm due to poor drainage
Residents and investors have complained about the poor state of the beach road

ALPHONCE GARI
@StarKenya

Tourism stakeholders in Malindi
have raised concerns about poor
drainage system and bad roads in
the resort town.
They said it’s sad that they were
making efforts to ensure the town
is clean and green but always gets
flooded when it rains causing havoc
to residents.
They spoke during Malindi’s
second major clean up on Saturday which brought together the
business community, county and
national government officials, and
the youths.
Whenever it rains, Malindi gets
flooded.
On Saturday, Kilifi county commissioner Magu Mutindika joined
the cleanup team in the early morning rain.
The clean up initiated by tourism
players, Malindi business communities, county, and national Govern-

Malindi tourism Stakeholders take part in the monthly clean up excersize aimed at
restoring the lost glory of the resort town on May 11, 2019/ALPHONCE GARI

ment officials is aimed at making
the resort town green so as to attract
tourists.
Among those who took part in
the cleanup is Kilifi County Chief

officer for Environment Mariam
Jenebi, Malindi Marine Park and
National reserve senior warden
Jane Gitau, the Italian community
led by Freddie de Curatolo togeth-

er with other people from different
religious groups.
Others included Kenya Red Cross
Society, Kenya Commercial Bank,
Jambo Jet, Rotary Club of Malindi,
Rotaract, Ocean beach Resort and
Spa, Sandies Tropical Village, Kenya
Association of Women in Tourism,
Golf Club, Kenya National Chamber
of Commerce and industry among
others.
“We intend to make Malindi the
Hub of Idd Celebrations just as
Lamu has embraced the Maulid
Celebrations, we invite people from
East Africa region and the rest of the
world to join us,’’ Kate Mwikali the
Chairperson of the clean-up organizing Committee said.
Mwikali said their aim is to tie
the Idd Celebration, World Environment day and Malindi Clean up
day as fusion cuisine celebrations
together. The seafront road shall
host the three-day celebrations.
There have been complaints from
residents and investors about the
poor state of the beach road and
other key roads in the resort town
but nothing has been done to date.

WHAT IS YOUR
MOST URGENT AND
IMPORTANT WORK?

We all think we have too
much to do, and not enough
time to do it. But you’ll never
feel on top of things if you
don’t have clear priorities in
the first place.
Start assessing your
priorities by taking inventory
of the work you do: Which
tasks are more (or less)
urgent? Which are the most
(or least) important?
This inventory will prepare
you to make concrete to-do
lists for the tasks that truly
need your attention. It will
also help you answer the
question, “How is my time
best spent right now?”
Focus on the tasks that are
both urgent and important,
and get rid of tasks that are
neither by delegating them
— or not doing them at all.
And don’t neglect the tasks
that are important but
less urgent. Be sure these
activities move up on your
to-do list, or they may never
get done.

