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As I write this on Sunday afternoon, quarantined in my house on the outskirts of
Nairobi and imagine the Past because where I reside was once a Coffee Farm and as an aside
Coffee Prices have been on a roll as we all quaff more Caffeine in a desperate desire to get
some type of Fix in this new „‟Lockdown‟‟ World.

On a personal note, my dreams have become so vivid and I can only imagine it‟s because of
the Cups of Coffee I am now drinking. The Rains have arrived [and apparently the locusts are
not far behind] and I throw open my windows and watch the lightning light up the Sky and
listen to the Thunder because other than Coffee, this is another vicarious Kick, after its own
fashion.

@TheHorseCure Locust swarm flying high above the farm like a migration of celestial
creatures in a halo around the noon day
sun.https://twitter.com/TheHorseCure/status/1250747022359048192
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During the day I watch the #COVID19 stats unfold and with that I have a curious Triple
Whammy of Kicks [not Hennessey I can assure you but Coffee, Sturm und Drang and now
the practically hourly roll of #COVID19 Stats] The SSA #COVID19 numbers are now
turning exponential and non-linear and are kind of unputdownable.
For Example
About 24 Hours ago @RemiGMI [tweeted] Africa now has more than 15,000 confirmed
cases... https://twitter.com/RemiGMI/status/1251477149707616259?s=20

Moments later
@cobbo3 [tweets] After 2 MONTHS, Africa‟s total confirmed Covid-19 cases reach 21,096,
deaths hit 1,055. https://twitter.com/cobbo3/status/1251820445474660357
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Coronavirus cases in Africa could shoot up from thousands now to 10 million within three to
six months according to very provisional modelling, a regional World Health Organization
(WHO) official said on Thursday.
Thomas Pynchon‟s Parabola keeps coming to mind
“But it is a curve each of them feels, unmistakably. It is the parabola. They must have
guessed, once or twice -guessed and refused to believe -that everything, always,
collectively, had been moving toward that purified shape latent in the sky, that shape of
no surprise, no second chance, no return.’’
The IMF released its April WEO Report last week and pronounced thus
Growth in sub-Saharan Africa in 2020 is projected at –1.6 percent, the lowest level on
record
@PaulWallace123 Here are the #IMF's GDP-growth projections for SSA in 2020
https://twitter.com/PaulWallace123/status/1250332386614587394?s=20
I Thought the GDP Projections for 2020 and 2021 a little bright eyed and bushy tailed.

The policy priority is to ramp up health capacity and spending to save lives and contain
the virus outbreak. IMF
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.@GitaGopinath [quite correctly said] The courageous actions of doctors and nurses need to
be matched by policymakers all over the world so we can jointly overcome this #COVID19
pandemic crisis. #WEO http://ow.ly/ZLYi50zccSJ

The virus is not correlated to endogenous market dynamics but is an an exogenous
uncertainty that remains unresolved #COVID19 http://j.mp/3atix0b
The IMF report continues
Among the sub- Saharan African region’s key trading partners, the euro area is
expected to contract (from 1.2 percent in 2019 to −7.5 percent in 2020), and growth in
China is to slow considerably (from 6.1 percent to 1.2 percent).
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Financial markets in sub-Saharan Africa have also come under pressure: sovereign spreads in
the region have increased by about 700 basis points since February 2020, reaching all-time
highs, with the largest rise seen in oil exporters (Figure 1.2);

The Eurobond Market is now shut for the foreseeable Future to SSA Sovereigns
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large capital outflows have also been recorded from the region‟s frontier and emerging
markets (Figure 1.3).

SSA currencies have been slammed
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Is Venezuela a Harbinger?
Today the streets of Venezuela are covered with cash. This is what happens when
hyperinflation destroys the value of money... it becomes worthless. @GoldTelegraph_
https://twitter.com/GoldTelegraph_/status/1249887415768100869?s=20
Whichever way you care to slice and dice it – Africa is now teetering Lets Turn now to the defining Engagement of the last two decades for SSA – The SSA China
relationship.

I have always enjoyed the Study of Linguistics since I discovered Chomsky
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And the entire China Africa relationship has been an extraordinary exercise in Narrative
Framing and linguistic control, accompanied by a chorus of Party Hacks chirruping Hosannas
at every turn amplifying largely meaningless feel good Phrases artfully placed in the mouths
of our Politicians and our Newspapers. It is remarkable.

I reference excerpts from Chinese President Xi Jinping's speech at the opening ceremony of
2018 FOCAC Beijing Summit
BEIJING, Sept. 3 (Xinhua) -- Chinese President Xi Jinping delivered a keynote speech at the
opening ceremony of the 2018 Beijing Summit of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation (FOCAC) here on Monday.
September has just set in Beijing, bringing with it refreshing breeze and picturesque
autumn scenery. And we are so delighted to have all of you with us, friends both old and
new, in this lovely season for the reunion of the China-Africa big family at the 2018
Beijing Summit of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation (FOCAC).
Ladies and Gentlemen,
Over a month ago, I paid my fourth visit to Africa as the Chinese President, which was
also my ninth visit to this land of great promise. During the last visit, I once again saw
an Africa that is beautiful and richly endowed, that is full of dynamism in development,
and I learned about first-hand the African people's ardent hope for a better future. I
concluded the visit even more convinced that Africa's development has great potential,
that this great continent is full of hope, that China-Africa friendship and cooperation
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have broad vistas, and that China and Africa can forge an even stronger comprehensive
strategic and cooperative partnership!
As an ancient Chinese scholar once observed, "Only with deep roots can a tree yield
rich fruit; only filled with oil can a lamp burn brightly." History follows its own rules
and logic. With similar fate in the past and a common mission, China and Africa have
extended sympathy to and helped each other throughout all the years. Together, we
have embarked on a distinctive path of win-win cooperation.
Marching on this path, China has followed the principle of sincerity, real results, amity and
good faith and the principle of pursuing the greater good and shared interests. China has
stood with African countries. Together, we have worked in unity and forged ahead.
-- China values sincerity, friendship and equality in pursuing cooperation. The over 1.3
billion Chinese people have been with the over 1.2 billion African people in pursuing a
shared future. We respect Africa, love Africa and support Africa. We follow a "five-no"
approach in our relations with Africa: no interference in African countries' pursuit of
development paths that fit their national conditions; no interference in African countries'
internal affairs; no imposition of our will on African countries; no attachment of political
strings to assistance to Africa; and no seeking of selfish political gains in investment and
financing cooperation with Africa. We hope this "five-no" approach could apply to other
countries as they deal with matters regarding Africa. For China, we are always Africa's
good friend, good partner and good brother. No one could undermine the great unity
between the Chinese people and the African people.
it is for both China and Africa to pursue win-win cooperation and common
development. In doing so, China follows the principle of giving more and taking less,
giving before taking and giving without asking for return. With open arms, we welcome
African countries aboard the express train of China's development. No one could hold
back the Chinese people or the African people as we march toward rejuvenation.
Ultimately, it is for the peoples of China and Africa to judge the performance of ChinaAfrica cooperation. No one could deny the remarkable achievements made in ChinaAfrica cooperation, not with their assumption or imagination.
On the other hand, we also face challenges unseen before. Hegemony and power politics
persist; protectionism and unilateralism are mounting; war, conflicts, terrorism, famine
and epidemics continue to plague us; security challenges, both traditional and nontraditional, remain as complex and interwoven as ever.
However, we are firm in our conviction that peace and development remain the underlying
trend of our times. Indeed, they are the call of the times. The international community should
take our historical responsibility and respond to the call of our times with solidarity, vision,
courage and a sense of mission.
- To respond to the call of the times, China is ready to jointly promote the Belt and Road
Initiative with international partners. We hope to create new drivers to power common
development through this new platform of international cooperation; and we hope to turn it
into a road of peace, prosperity, openness, green development and innovation and a road that
brings together different civilizations.
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To quote a Chinese saying, "The ocean is vast because it rejects no rivers." China, the
world's largest developing country, and Africa, the continent with the largest number of
developing countries, have long formed a community with a shared future. Indeed, we
share a common stake. China will work with Africa to achieve our shared goal of building a
closer China-Africa community with a shared future and turn it into a pacesetter for building
such a community for mankind.
Second, let us build a China-Africa community with a shared future that pursues winwin cooperation.
Third, let us build a China-Africa community with a shared future that delivers
happiness for all of us.
Fourth, let us build a China-Africa community with a shared future that enjoys cultural
prosperity.
Together, we could make China and Africa beautiful places for people to live in
harmony with nature.
"The red rising sun will light up the road ahead." I am confident that the baton of
China-Africa friendship will be passed from one generation to the next and that China
and Africa, working together, will build an even more vibrant community with a shared
future. The day will surely come when the Chinese nation realizes its dream of national
renewal and Africa realizes its dream of unity and invigoration!

Interestingly, At that 2018 FOCAC Meeting Xi Jinping also delivered a thinly veiled warning
China's Xi says funds for Africa not for 'vanity projects' Reuters #FOCAC2018
Our African Leaders did not take notes and that Warning was missed.
2-SEP-2019 :: the China EM Frontier Feedback Loop Phenomenon. #COVID19
This Phenomenon was positive for the last two decades but has now undergone a Trend
reversal. The ZAR is the purest proxy for this Phenomenon.
African Countries heavily dependent on China being the main Taker are
also at the bleeding edge of this Phenomenon.
This Pressure Point will not ease soon but will continue to intensify
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I said this in an Interview with Aljazeera in 2018

“China had a singular and positive influence on Africa. It rebalanced the demand side
for Africa’s commodities and also bought those commodities on a long-term basis. It
was this which triggered the African recovery some two decades ago, However, since
then a freewheeling China has favourited elites, has facilitated large-scale looting via
inflated infrastructure, some of which were white elephants and has lumped the African
citizen with the tab. How this plays out is now the key to Sino-African relations going
forward. A Hambantota scenario would be problematic,” referring to the Sri Lankan
port which has been leased to China for 99 years.
Tavi Costa tweeted
1/12 The idealization of Chinese economic success has always been a big scam.
Throughout history we have had several similar examples of communist countries that
have reached unsustainable levels of internal and external debt and have suffered
marked collapses.
2/12 Para elaborar nessa proposição, considere a seguinte reflexão. De acordo com o PIB
publicado pelo governo chinês, a China foi responsável por mais de 60% do crescimento
econômico global desde 2008.
2/12 To elaborate on this proposition, consider the following reflection. According to
GDP published by the Chinese government, China has accounted for more than 60% of
global economic growth since 2008.
3/12 Com isso, ela passou a ser, incomparavelmente, a maior importadora de commodities no
mundo. Se caso o seu crescimento de PIB tivesse sido tão expressivo, como justificaríamos a
queda geral de preços de commodities no mundo?
3/12 As a result, it has become, by far, the largest importer of commodities in the world.
If your GDP growth had been so expressive, how would we justify the general drop in
commodity prices in the world?
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4/12 Curiosamente, esse período marcou uma das piores décadas para esse mercado na
história. É incontestável a contradição entre esses números, presumivelmente mais apurados,
e os números “criados” pelo próprio governo comunista Chinês.
4/12 Interestingly, this period marked one of the worst decades for this market in
history. The contradiction between these numbers, presumably more accurate, and the
numbers “created” by the Chinese communist government is undeniable.
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Commodity Prices have collapsed. So many of our Countries collateralized their
Commodities and borrowed against that Future Supply

A Lot of these Loans are not on the Official Register.

The Hambantota Moment has arrived
18-JUN-2018 :: So the first overarching Point, is that creditors are not Santa Claus and
miscues will exact a very heavy price, Countries will be "Hambantota-ed"
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The Wall Street Journal is reporting that Some African governments who are
already bilaterally petitioning China for relief say Chinese envoys are citing
provisions in loan agreements that would transfer collateral, in some cases
strategic state assets, into Beijing’s hands:

This is a symptom of the SSA disease.
Basically China has an Option to buy in SSA Assets at fire-sale Prices.
In an interview, The World Bank’s Malpass cited liens against Angola’s oil revenues
associated with Chinese debt that were hidden by non-disclosure agreements,
convenient for politicians and contractors.
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“Let the people of the country see what the terms of the debt are as their government
makes commitments,” Malpass said.
The Terms of these debts are hidden precisely because they are so egregious.

And this is now precisely the Point we have arrived at.
Meanwhile, China is facing a rebellion at ground level.
Here is a graphic example of how China is now blaming #COVID19 on black Africans.
A black woman is flatly refused entry to a shopping center while her white friend is told
she can pass. Both women leave in disgust. @ davegreenidge57
https://twitter.com/davegreenidge57/status/1251786585059852288?s=12
This cannot be allowed to go on. African Union act now! @nepetin
https://twitter.com/nepetin/status/1251775561644609537?s=12
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There are literally hundreds of stories like this on Social Media. Privileged Pro-China African
Elites who are trying to defend the Chinese Position are seeing their bona fides shredded in
real time. The entire WIN WIN Narrative Paraphernalia is being shredded as we speak.

China must pay reparations to Africa for its coronavirus failures @washingtonpost
@Ezekwesili
https://j.mp/2zcalUX
The covid-19 pandemic has dealt a severe injury to Africa’s development prospects
and worsened the conditions of its poor and vulnerable. Although there are calls
for voluntary international aid to support the continent during this difficult time,
this is far from the best solution.
The continent must be accorded damages and liability compensation from China,
the rich and powerful country that failed to transparently and effectively manage
this global catastrophe.
China should demonstrate world leadership by acknowledging its failure to be
transparent on covid-19. Beijing’s leadership should then commit to an
independent expert panel evaluation of its pandemic response. China and the rest
of the Group of 20 countries should engage with the Africa Union and countries to
design a reparations mechanism.

This is now a multi-dimensional political crisis. China has all the cards and they were given
those cards for the equivalent of the Trinkets all those years ago.
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