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Can you outsmart
the expert?

ALY KHAN’S
STAR
PORTFOLIO
The raw feed of the capture
and then death of the Libyan dictator Muammar Gaddafi and his son Mo’tassim
Gaddafi raise plenty of
questions. The bodies are
currently lying side by side,
bloodied and half-naked on
a filthy mattress in a meat
locker, in Misrata.
John Donne wrote: “...
Therefore, send not to know
for whom the bell tolls, It
tolls for thee...”
I am left thinking, this
dead Gaddafi business is
one powerful message. And
today Marshall McLuhan’s
prediction in The Gutenberg
Galaxy (1962) that ‘The new
electronic interdependence
recreates the world in the
image of a global village’ has
come to pass. The image
of a bloodied Gaddafi, then
of a dead Gaddafi in a meat
locker have flashed around
the world via the mobile,
YouTube and Twitter.
Who is in charge of the
messaging? Through the
fog of real time and raw
footage, I note a very powerful message. The essence
of that message being;
‘Don’t Fxxk with us! Because you will end up dead
and a trophy souvenir in a
fridge.’ That same person is
probably repeating Muammar’s comment, “I tell the
coward crusaders: I live in a
place where you can’t get
me. I live in the hearts of
millions.”
And asking ‘Really? Are
You? Or are you now very
dead and in a meat locker?’
“We are not afraid, we are
not afraid, we are afraid only
of God,” the crowds chanted
in Tunis in January a few
days before Tunisia’s Zine
al-Abidine Ben Ali fled. Zine

al-Abidine Ben Ali and his
Wife Leila Trebelsi are currently sunning themselves
in Jeddah, apparently in the
very same villa that was
availed to Idi Amin Dada.
They remain alive.
President Mubarak was
deposed in February and he
is locked up. Muammar is
in a meat locker and dead.
The trend is your friend is
an ancient mantra in the
markets.
There is, i think, a narrative fallacy, that the events
triggered by Mohamed
Bouzizi deep on the Tunisian frontier would some
somehow be contained
North of the Sahara. I noted
a new market being made
on departure dates around
the longest serving African
Leaders. Teodoro Obiang
Nguema of Equatorial
Guinea (32), Jose Santos of
Angola (32), Robert Mugabe
of Zimbabwe (31), Paul Biya
of Cameroon (29) and Yoweri Museveni of Uganda (25),
King Mswati III of Swaziland
(24), Blaise Campore of
Burkina Fasso (24). We are
living in very accelerated
times.
Meanwhile, there are
100 elite US soldiers in
East Africa, armed with an
executive order to remove
Joseph Kony from the battlefield. The new R2P [Right
to Protect] rule [which was
used in Libya] is a powerful
legal tool.
It seems to me the pitch
has been tilted big Time.
That political risk in Africa
is in fact multi sided and
complex.
I was in the Samburu
last week and there were
vultures in a tree silhouetted against the sky.
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Fly540 passengers to hit one million in November
By STAR CORRESPONDENT
LOW cost airline, Fly540
expects its passenger number
to hit one million mark next
month when it will also be
celebrating its fifth anniversary.
The airline said the one

Gaddafi death shows
times are changing fast

THE Star

millionth passenger traveller
will receive a million shillings
to celebrate this landmark in
the company’s history.
Don Smith, the chief
executive said: “The fifth
anniversary of Fly540 and
the realisation that we will
carry our one millionth pas-

senger in the same month
inspired us to give a special
gift to a special customer.
We will give him, or her, a
big reward for supporting
Fly540 and we hope that
part of the money will be
spent on a memorable year
end holiday.”

Fly540 started operations
in November 2006 with the
promise of providing ‘value
for money flights’.
The Nairobi to Mombasa
route was chosen to offer
daily flights for local and
overseas business and holiday travellers.

High energy costs cut
Kenya global ranking
BY Winfred kagwe
Heavy taxation, rising cost
of energy and bureaucracy
in business have sent Kenya
down three positions in ease
of doing business.
The country has been
ranked 109 down from 106
out of 183 economies in the
World Bank Doing Business
2012 report.
The report assesses regulations affecting domestic
businesses and ranks them in
areas such as starting a business, resolving insolvency,
paying taxes and trading
across borders.
Despite various reforms
aimed at making the economy business-friendly, the
survey carried out between
June 2010 and May 2011,
showed Kenya has not done
enough and has been sliding
over the past few years.
Most investors in Kenya
as well as consumers still
experience one of the heaviest tax burdens in the world.
Kenya was been ranked 166
position in the paying taxes
indicator where a business
has up 41 payments to do
per year.
Another area dragging the
country’s ranking include the
difficulty in ease of starting a
business in which it ranked
132.
However it has been listed
as among economies that
have showed efforts to reform .
“Most reforms relating to
doing business topics have
been nested in broader pro-

Too expensive: Rising international crude oil prices have meant higher energy costs.
grams of reform aimed at enhancing economic competitiveness as in Colombia and ,
Kenya and Liberia,” read the
report.
Over the past year, there
has been much activity by
government in reforming the
regulatory environment for
domestic business including
the passing of a new constitution and judicial reforms
to resolve disputes faster.
Despite being part of regional trading blocs, Kenya
was ranked 141 in terms of
ease of trading across borders. This has been dragged
down by the multiple number
of documents required, time
and cost of exporting.
In East Africa, the smaller

economies of Burundi and
Rwanda showed overall improvements. Burundi was
one of the highest climbers
globally taking position 169
up from 177 . Rwanda, the
best performing economy in
the region, climbed from 50
to 45.
Tanzania slid to position
127 from 125 while Uganda
was 123 from 119 last year.
This year, the doing business report expanded to include other indicators like
ease of getting electricity.
For a country trying to become an industrial economy
by 2030, there are still major impediments in terms of
energy. The report ranked
Kenya 115 out of the 183 in

respect to ease of accessing
electricity. This is likely to be
worsened by the recent hikes
in cost of electricity blamed
on unreliable rainfall and
higher cost of fuel used to
generate it.
The report found that Iceland, Germany, Taiwan, China, Hong Kong , China, and
Singapore have most efficient
electricity connection.
This year, Singapore led
on the overall ease of doing
business followed by Hong
Kong.
Those that showed most
improvement were in the
low or lower-middle income
economies including Morocco, Cape Verde, Sierra Leone,
Burundi and Colombia.

