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VISITING: Swedish tourists arriving at the Moi International Airport, Mombasa.

KQ to discount fares
for business visitors
BY MARTIN MWITA

KENYA Airways has offered to
discount airfares for delegates
travelling for major conferences
under a pact it signed with the
Kenyatta International Convention
Centre last week.
The two firms have joined hands
in a bid to leverage on the rising
status of Nairobi as a key regional
conference tourism destination.
They will target major global and
regional conferences, in a bidding
process that will include special
packages for the delegates.
Kenya is gearing up for the threeday World Trade Organisation’s
Ministerial
Conference
from
December 15. This is after
successfully hosting the 2015
Global Entrepreneurship Summit,,
graced by the US president Barrack
Obama, from July 25 to 26.
Other
upcoming
major
conferences include the Magical
Kenya Travel Expo October from
14 to 16 at Diani,Kwale county, and
the Tokyo International Conference
on African Development summit
next year.

The two are working on
enhancing the existing all-inclusive
holiday packages by KQ, with a key
focus on the growing the Meetings,
Incentives, Conferencing and Events
sub-sector of the tourism sector.
The
package
includes
accommodation, air transfers and
safari at a special rate.
MICE contributes approximately
Sh26.4 billion into the economy
annually with 6,000 direct jobs,
according to the Kenya Institute
for Public Policy Research and
Analysis.
“We will be giving an official
airline status of KQ in biddings,
proactive provision of information
to delegates about flight offers and
exclusive use of the KQ logo in
international exhibitions as a key
partner airline,” KICC managing
director Fred Simiyu said. Simiyu
will chair the bidding committee
that targets about 50 major
conferences before the end of this
financial year in June.
The national carrier has
undertaken to offer discounted rates
for the country’s conference bidding
team when it travels to proffer for

international conferences.
It will also offer the
cheapest airfares for KICC staff
travelling both domestically and
internationally.
KICC will, in turn, make KQ
the official airline in bidding for
international events, proactive
marketing on flight offers and
exclusively use KQ logo in
international exhibitions.
KICC will also advertise KQ
on its website, flag posts, wall
branding, in-house TV screens and
its biennual Mikutano magazine.
“By increasing the number of
tourists coming to Kenya, we will
be directly enhancing recovery of
the tourism sector and also growing
KQ business, which as you know,
relies a lot on tourism,” Kenya
Airways’ managing director Mbuvi
Ngunze said.
KQ is on a turnaround strategy
after recording a pre-tax loss of
Sh29.7 billion for the 2014-2015
financial year.
Ngunze said the pact will
strengthen the airline and the
Kenyan brand as a conference
destination.

Barclays seeks a larger share of the SMEs
BY KURGAT MARINDANY
BARCLAYS Bank has rolled out a
one-year training programme for
youth-owned agribusiness enterprises in six counties.
The initiative – in Kajiado, Bomet,
Nyeri, Kirinyaga, Embu and Kiambu
counties– is part of its wider strategy
to establish a footing in the SME
sector, an area it largely neglected in
past years.
Chief executive Jeremy Awori said

on August 13 that Sh30 billion has
been set aside for the sector .
The lender has partnered with
TechnoServe, a Washingtonheadquartered firm focusing on
growth of micro and small business
by creating awareness on raising
capital and accessing markets.
The Sh25 million-project,
launched last week in Kajiado,
targets about 240 enterprises. The
two institutions hope to increase
the turnover of the benefitting

enterprises by 40 per cent.
“The partnership with
TechnoServe will capitalise on
up-scaling the productivity of
smallholder farmers through various
value chain interventions including
capacity building, enhancing
market access, organising farmers
into co-operatives which can take
advantage of the economies of scale
and adhering to quality standards,”
Barclays’ director of business
banking Humphrey Muturi said.

IT has been quite a week. Starting off with the big set piece
occasion at the United Nations General Assembly.
There are few occasions [if any] where any and every world
leader gets an opportunity to speak uninterrupted to the
world.
Israel Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu continues to
experiment with Avant-Garde Theatre, and this time included
a 44-second silent interlude in his delivery, which is best
described as quite surreal.
President Robert Mugabe of Zimbabwe quite plaintively
announced ‘’We’re not gays.’’ However, the big set piece was
surely Russia’s Vladimir Putin, who spent less than 24 hours in
New York during this visit.
Putin has always been considered a grandmaster of
geopolitics, but of late has been placed under tremendous
pressure by the oil warfare specialist –President Barrack
Obama of the US.
The wrestling of the oil price from above $100.00 to below
$50.00 a barrel, was always intended to wither Russia’s power,
and send it into a tailspin.
What remains interesting is how what is perceived as
external pressure can actually create a situation where the
people rally behind their leaders.
Putin’s popularity held rock steady throughout this
period, as the stock market and the Russian Ruble crashed.
The resilience around his domestic popularity seemingly
confounds many.
Putin has been on the back-foot big time. The body
language between President Obama and Putin is also another
avenue worthy of study. Obama has a barely concealed,
evidently visceral dislike of Putin. You see this in the frozen
handshakes and a number of other interactions.
Let us return to UNGA, where Putin set out his stall and
I quote: ‘’I cannot help asking those who have caused the
situation, do you realise now what you’ve done?’’
With hundreds of thousands of refugees entering Europe,
his question was a sharp one.
Within 24 hours of delivering that speech, Russia instructed
that the US should vacate Syrian Air Space. This message was
not delivered to Ashton Carter by his Russian counterpart
Shoigu.
It was delivered to the US Embassy in Baghdad. And pretty
soon after that message was delivered, Russia began its
intervention on the side of President Bashar Assad of Syria.
You could hear the squealing start immediately from
Ankara to Riyadh, from the GCC to Washington. All these
capitals have assets on the ground in Syria, and what is clear
is that Russia is not making a distinction between IS or the
‘’moderate opposition fighting Assad’’ [which really means
‘’our’’ terrorists].
Lavrov said: “If it looks like a terrorist, if it acts like a
terrorist, if it walks like a terrorist, if it fights like a terrorist, it’s
a terrorist, right?”
Putin fancies himself the fly-catcher and syria the fly-trap.
The speed of execution confirms that Russia is once again
a geopolitical actor that will have to be considered. It is a
breath-taking rebound.
President Obama is now probably considering how he can
wrestle the Oil price to $20.00.
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Shares go up and down and readers are advised that this column
represents Mr Satchu’s personal opinions.

